= midnishe and rhe Tonght Show tickers across elevision sureens in Tijuana.

Fay Leno is celling u woest abour ehe uld days af stund-up catnedy. One nighe, hie

recls, he was bumbing hadly at a Las Vegas clib; i1 was s fiad chat he found

hinself celling jukes abouc architecrure,

;Espera un momento? Wair a minuce! Acchitecture sauth of the border is a revered
professun. You don't juke around abuonr greil Mayan eitics of stone. You don't trash
the saered aret of Mesonmerica. Na wonder they say, 'Door Mexicw, so far from Guxd,
s choset co rhe United States.’

‘Poor Mexice' may suffer its proximiry to Souchern Califomnian freeway sprawl

! and cookic-cnteer et housing, but our neighbar & the north has also begun send-
ing some of iss best archireers 1o the northers border. In Tijuana, lenead young
Mexican architecrs from the inrerior — Mexica City, Gumlnlsfara — began arriving
sorne years back, and more are coming.

Jorge Croma, an archisect, lived in Mexico Ciry all his life, but eighr years ago he
came 10 Tijuana. “When [ firsc arrived and the taxi from the airpore snaked through
the streets of Calonia Libertad and downrown., | took one look and almast got on the
next plane back to Mexica City,” says Otomo. “The ¢ity seemed chaoric and vulgar.”
But Gzoma chose co stay.

The new Tijuana architects bristle when they hear their ¢ity described as honky-
ronk, a ticky-tack versiun of Hong Kong, the stepchild uf Southem Califurnia. They
grow tired of being rold thar their city has nu archirecrure.

“The Mexican architecs abways incorpurates the artistic,” says Rudolfo Argore, 4
Tijuana architecr whu learned his craftin Guadihijara. "He tries to uke ineo account
the senses, feeling, In the United Swazes, ic's cvlder. tn Mexico, many buildings don't
wark, but they're beauriful. We laok for elements that counteract the chaos that pea-
ple find on the sireet — the violence, the stress of work.”

Mexico is aliscovered chrough its archirecture. Even Tijuana, Mexican azchirec-
ture is driven by national memory. Today, Argare and his colleagues are excired by
A movement sweeping across their country — b nueva arquiteeniara. “The new archi-
tecture” is inspired by Luis Barragan, who rejected the massive, impersonal buitdings
of 1950s and '60s modemism, replacing them with blank walls painted in bright cul-
ors, cement-block parritions theough which lighs can Piess, abstere paeios, yardens, pools
of water.

Mexican archirects practicing aloug the horder nevicably work in the shadow of
the United States. Tijuana lies on the cdue of a giganeic mass of land (the siaees of
California, Arzona, New Mexica, Texas) thar Mexico Feels was unjustly stolen over
A century ago. As if our of a combinacion of embarcassment, fage, and geography,
Mexico forgor its border towns for acarly a cenrury. L sent its workers across into ULS.
territory, but beyond thar it was hard 1o find Mexico in the burder towns, When
Americans came they encounresed mmpanr commercialism.

*Duting the 1930s, the eca of the recession, in Tijuana, in Mexico, it was a time
we had to do things quickly, ra renegatiate invesiments quickly, and people began 1o
improvise,” says Bugenio Velusquez, principal archirect in rhe Tijuany firm Arte
Pruyecto. "We develuped this bad habit on the border — designing something 1
make an impression, even though we don'e feel it is vurs. Revolution Avenue is filed
wich examples of this."

If you have o loak hard o find Mexico in Tijuana, in its architecruee, you have
to search even hacder o find the ciry's past.

“We have 10 invent a history far aurselves," says acchitecr Jorge Ozomao. it be-
gins with the rock printings in the caves of Baja Califarnia, the firsc murals of the hor-
der regron. Then we have the porrable architecture of B ja's fiest missivnacies, from
La Puz 1o San Luis Ohispo. The first call buildings were assembled in Europe in the
19th Century: the Eiffel Tower in Paris, the Crystal Palace in Landon. Here in Pugjar,
the church of Santa Rosalia was designed by Eiffel — i arrived in buxes by boat und
wits assembled, a yraceful building on an inhospitable, uninhabited, acid laod.”

"We Mexican archirecrs are looking te discover our roars,” says faime Venguer,
anarher Mexico City architect who now owns the archstecrural firm Vengier Assu-
ciates in Tijoana. “We want an architecrure chae is Muxican bur also thag &s sensitve
to the bonder, o its matertals and technological advancages. The border is fike a zone
of rransitiun. Since we are in a crapsicion spuce, from une {continwed on pege 24)

ur Designs Are More Human,
Yours Are More Efficien

The New Tijuana Architects

, By Lawrence A. Herzog
‘ ; Photos by Sandy Huffaker, Jr.
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culture to anodcher. we need an arche-
tectace uf cransiiun. The border
should be hike an Escher drawing
where these are humans on one side
and Jucks on the ather sde, and in ehe
muddle humans tm inza Jucks. That's
the burder 1o s, when the
ture of bath sides, and n produces 2
tturd thing.”

THE NEW
ARCHITECTS

RODOLFO ARGOTE;
“Memortes of O Tiyuana”

Radalfes is onginadly irom Tijuana.
Io his med- 305, he is 2 principal ar-
chicece wy the firm Arre Proyecro, wirh
Eugenio Velasaues. He scudied archi-
tecture ar the Universidad Merropoti-
rana in Mexico Ciry. Betore he
rerurned ta Tijuana m 1984, he spent
several vears wourking in cinemaro-
graphic Jesign for a film company in
Mexico Ciry.

“For those of us who come from
Tyuana, when we were children, cur
parents vook us to Disneyland, to shop-
ping malls m California. We were daz-
zled by the conrrasts, by cthe
rechnology we saw over chere. This
became part of our formation, our his-
toric standard.

“I went to high schaol from 1970
t0 '73 on cthe grounds of what had
been the Agua Caliente resorc. In
those days, the thermal baths were
still intacr; the salons were incact,
with their ariginal decor — rugs, cur-
tains, everything. Some of the oid
casino buildings had been converted
into classrooms. This was before the
fire: thar descroyed mosc of the build-
ings. The director of our school was
convinced that the Agua Caliente
casino was shameful and rhac all che
casing buildings should be demolished
and replaced with something modern.
| was a young hoy of 15 ar the time,
and [ guess the direcror's atrinxde made
sense 10 e, Casine Agua Caliente
had been parr of Tijuana's black his-
tory. When President Lazaro Cacde-
nas closexd the casinos and authorized

building the polytechnic high school
on the site, he was trying o erase the
black legend of Tijuana.

"While we were scudents there,
the remains of the casine were in a
state of chaos. There had been some
smaller fires over the years; che hig
one that came a few years later de-
stroyed the main salons. The schoo)
was in the hands of narionalists who
held the attituede left over from the
Cardenas period, the idea that the
Casina should be destrayed, thar ic
was a reminder of an unpleasant piece
of Tijuana’s history. Whae we didn’t
understand in that era was that the
buildings weren'r ac fault for whar had

Rodolfo Argote

raken place in Tijuana’s pas; they
were simply works of art. But, back
then it was casy to manipulate the
students; they wld us certain things
and we believed them. They never
told us che buildings were arristic
treasures.

“In those days, staties and rumaors
circulated among the students. The
salans with their original tapestries,
cureainy, furniture, were protected by
security guards. But sumetimes, sky-
dents would play hooky; rhey would o)
and hide. There were runnels under-
neath the resort compiex chae sup-
pasedly went all the way o the bander.
Some of us went inw the wnnels or

i A TR LT PR,
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the salons. There wa talk among |-|.~
abour o duneer, s heauniul wantan
whithad been killed ack in che ddays
oof the Cusine bur who would reappedr
as 3 ghost. Sometimes, when we
skipped schaul, 10 prove that we were
brave, we had 1o sneak into the mayo
salon where it was very dark, and sud-
denly, we'l ga runnang out screim-
ing. "The ballerina. the ballerina” We

acver saw her”

JORGE OZORNOG:
“Emergency Architecture™

Jurge is in his mid-30s and grew
up in Mexico Ciry where he studied
archisecture. He came to Tijuana in
1934 and began Jesigning whar he
calls "emergency archicecrure,* build -
ings for moderate-income neighbor-

[P,

eluvtluz ol wrowth wis oue ol e, The
gavernmen takes rthe arocude, "We're
gainy to budd 4 great municipal
palace. o have a galy nangucarion,
where phoropniplis are taken. 500
the history & aks they can record these
“great” moments.” And they spend
uulrageous amounts of money. You
see i other pares of the world tha
they declace 2 sare of war, like
Kuwait, and then build a city tur
JO0,000 inhabizants 10 less than twe
monchs. Witk schools, training cen-
ters, airpurts, hospirals. You start
thinking thar muvbe wiat 15 needed
in Tijuana is to declare a stare of emer-
gency and say, ‘On this dav, we are
gong  think about whar to do ror
Tijuana.'

“Emergency architecrura consiss
of & series of tansitionai steps char

“Four hundred dollars a month
with a 15-year morigage and 20 percent down
payment for a 750-square-fool house with o
small private palio and separale parking.”

haods. He became a professor and tarer
director of the School of Archirecruce
of the Tijuana branch of the [bera-
American University.

"When I arrived in Fijuana, two
strong images influenced my designs:
the land invasions in the Tijuana area
and the earthquake | had lived
through in Mexico City. When large
portions of Mexico City collapsed, in
a very short time, and with very lictie
money, it was necessary to create new
works of archirecture and engineer-
ing. | reafized that it was parcly a ques-
tion of will. Whan the catasceophe hic
and there were urgent needs, it forced
the imagmation 1o develop solutions
thar, although they weren'c always
definitive, they served to propel ar-
chitects £ a higher level,

“In Tijuana, | saw a city whose

must be taken ro address the urgent
needs of the city. ['ve gone our on
weekends to the poor colonias where
people are just arriving to take pos-
session of their land. They can build
ahousz in a single weekend, with cires,
wooden pales, plywood. They litec-
ally raise the main structure of che
house in four hours.

“The imagination of the squarcers
15 2 maximum expression of Creativiry.
With three pieces of plastic, they build
an entire house. The government has
nat been sufficiently helpful. With 4
policy of emergency or transigional
archizecaure, we would bring back the
value of the bamo [the neighborhood)
to the city. People would anganize from
within, with the suppare of the gow-
emment, and be able wa deal with the
needs  of  their  immediare
environmenr.
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“In Tijuana, the housing iniria-
tives already exist. What's missing are
the resources the residenis should be
receiving: paved roads, schools, hos-
pitals, erc. la Tijuana, the unem-
ployment rate is low. Once people
find a source of income, they buy a
car, their house begins o grow. A sys-
tem of emetgency architecture would
address the problem of prowiding pub-
lic buildings. We architects have lit-
tle to reach migrants about housing.
They have shown they can build, even
on steep embankments. We can guide
them on how  maximize the use of
plywood, or how o design a larrine,
but they've demonstrared that they

farge Ozario

have a capacity for the spentancous
constructien of housing.

“What I'm talking about is de-
signing schools, libraries, recreation
centers, soctal service centers, fire sta-
rions, which is whar the colonias don's
have. They amrive and construct cheir
houses — 20,000 or 50,000 people ar-
tach themselves 1o a parce! of fand, bur
they don't have a medical facility, they
don'c have a child~care center, and in
the end, rhey don't have concrol of
their lives. We need 1o help these fam-
ilies feel rooted. We can do this by
building rapid, ephemeral buildings.
Low-caost, Hexible scructures char can

" be easily assembled and disassembled.

Emergency architecrure.

"We can't ignore the offect uf the
Unired Seates, though. My clienrs
Jdon‘cwant o live in a house designe|
with recyeled meal ar junk parts, even
if it is excellently designed. They want
a California erace house, with a picture
window and a garage. A lat of people
can’tafford to buy a house in the U.S.,
but they buy the magazines, and then
they find a photograph: chey like, they
bring it o the archirecr m Tijuana
and say, *l wanr a house like this.' Bur
in Mexico, our loks are smaller and
narrower. We don't bave a tor of free-
dom ta desipn houses with ideat light-
ing and vendilation. To conform o
our clients” wishes, we have o design
caricatures of American-seyle houses
in mniature. The scale 35 changed,
and the house is distorted and our of
proportion.”

JAIME VENGUER:
“Condos in Tijuana” .

Jaime lives in La Jolla but is orig-
inally from Mexico City. He studied
architecture at Comell University and
is the owner of Venguer Associares, an
architectural design and building firm
in Tijuana. Yenguer comemures each
day from La Joila o his office in a
maddern tower adjacent o the Cul-
tural Cencer in Tijuana's River Zone.
He designed and builc the luxury Ven-
twra candominium complex, a [4-story
concrere tower wich a high-rech glass
cube facade. Marketed as "la grar aven-
tura” {the great adventure), it features
twa- and three-bedroom balconies
with sweeping views of the region,
Jacuzzis, spas, saunas, cable elevision,
and a gymaasium,.

“[ starced out deing luxury cando-
miniumns in Tijuapa. We designed and
built wo luxury rowers with ocean
views and galf courses in Rosariro. We
built the luxury Ventera Condo-
meniums on the golf course in the
Chapulcepec area of Tijuana. These
were designed with the idea of creas-
ing a super-building directed roward a
special clienrele in Tijuana: a lox of
privacy, exceilent views across the golf
course, in the best neighborhood of
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Guifermne Burrenechea

w very special serring: the waves crush
against the rocks down below; we buile
4 pier and put in a Jacuszi,

“We swicched out of rhis tuxury
architecture because the marker jusc
wn't there righe new. W had thoughe
Tijeana was {n a boom, as everyone
expected. We thought we'd tap the
maguiladora clientele, lec's say. The
cliensele from the nserior of the coun-
tey. Bue they never materiatized. In
Tijuana, there was a change of gov-
ernments, and then the (LS. ecan-
omy went into a recession. All of dhis
meant that the borler economy weak-
ened; it became sravic. And those of

(continued on page 26)
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(conrinued from page 25)
us wich money tied up in property
investments, we had to leave them,
and | realized we could nor continue
to move our business in this direczion.
“Today we're developing a lot of
moderately priced housing for people
whao live here an Tijuana. For a long
time, people here haven't had the
chariee to buy their own hames, We're
building small individual homes for
peophe in the La Mesa area, and we're
helping the consumer ger a loan and
buy a house where the monthly pay-
ments on their morrgages are about
the same as what you woubd pay to
rent a house er apartment. It amounts
tor zbour $400 a month with a 15-year
moregage and 20 percent down pay-
ment, paid in installments, for a
750-square-foor hause with a small
private pario and separate parking.
The houses are very basic: rwo bed-
roums, kichen, dining area, bach-
room, all made from cement black
with plaster inside and tiled barh-
rooms. They are terraced one above
the ather for privacy. They're not ar-
chitecrural masterpieces, but chey are
Jignufied.”

EUGENIO VELAZQUEZ:

"El Romanticisme™

Born in the United Srates but
brought up in Mexico, Velazquer is
i his 305, and his ancesry is Spanish
and Mexiean. He studied architeceure
in Guadalajara and came 1o Tijuana
in the early 1980s. Seylishly dressed on
acold evening in a shom ledther jacker
with fur around the collar, Velazquer
tikes to frequent Tijuana's elegant dis-
cotheques, He could easily fit in any
global metropolis: Mexico Ciry, Lon-
don, New York. Principal architeer in
the firm Aree Proyecto, Velatquez
prefers tada his design sketches alone,
finding inspiration in music and po-
try. Echoing the spirit of Baragan, he
speaks of the “fifch facade — the sky.”

"In Tijuana, we're not in the best
posinon. We're far from our roors;
we're very close to a culture that isn't
ours, that we don't understand, but
that interests us, We know thar in the
north, they leok toward the funre,

towand excellence, the petfection of
things. The Earino carries in his heart
el romaniicismo, the romantieism of
things. So, since we're neither from
the noech nor from the heartland of
the south, things become difficult here
in the hour of architeccure. We're
disorienced.

“As architects our Mexican de-
signs are more human, but yours are
more efficient. Our designs have fla-
vor, sentiment, weaknesses. Some are
ugly and some are heautiful. They in-
cite passion, they acerace interest.
American designs ate abour perfec-
tiony; they're cold, they lack feeling. In
San Diego, | like Michael Graves's

Engentio Velnzquez

Hyatt Horel in La Jollta because, even
though it’s postmodern, it has an lral-
ian tauch, it has the ramantic lan-
guage, narural colors, the color of
rocks; 1 feel thar ic is closer ra us. [
like the Salk Insticute of Louis Kahx
with its robust, brure marcerials, its
medirative qualiry, its connection to
the sea. [ like the buildings of Balboa
Patk because they reflect part of cur
culaure.

“No one in Tijuana has the con-
fidence yet to say whac the city's iden-
ticy should be; we're growing so mapidly
that we just improvise, The govern-
menk could help more, bue unforeu-
nately, it's nor like the United States

where laws are laws. Here the refurive
of someone can come in and bulld
whatever he wants. Ifhe wanes o de-
sign a French provincial bouse or build
Japanese style, he does ir. And no one
can say anything. We're not 3 ciry
thac has much culture 1o begin wich.
Evencually, it comes back to haunt
us, through visual contaminarion.
There are badly proportioned buildings
construczed with inferior marcerials.
We need o berzer mainramn our build-
ings. Archirecrure is a discipling; what
we're duing is nor disciplined.
"There are 52 discotheques in Ti-
uana woday. The most important anes
are Marko Disco, Bahy Rack, Oh,
Flash, Viva Ttjuana, News, [guanas,
Banana Rana, Sefor Frogs. They can
add o cur urban architecsure, but
somerimes the oppasite is true. Some

art and our culrure. If you want to
come here and Jo business, then you
should have o confirm o cerain
laws,

“lf we pur in our ramanticism, our
art, and we utilize what North Amer-
icans know, which is the perfection of
chings, we'll asrive ar a new style of ar-
chitecture thar 5 unique, different.
We want a situarion where we can
ieam from you and you from us, anfy
I€'s faster if we learn from you, then yuu
frum us, hecause you have the recipe,
the practical side. Undesseanding of
romanicising ol the Lacomo is more
dfficutr.

“In Tijuana, we stilt have a lac of
deprivation in our landscape. High in
the hills, you see tires, cardboued, heer
crates — ali used o make architecrure.
Bur we also have ull the watenals from

Tijuana of the 2ist Century
Will be a linear city, with high-speed trolleys
and compuler-powered monorails,

buitders lack imagination. There'sa loc
of piracy. You design and build your
business, and if it goes well, athers be-
gin copying it afl around you. Thar’s
why you see so many discocheques
near each other; they used ro be far-
ther apare, but over the years they
moved closer. People would say,
‘Where's the parry? It was easier to
move them closer.

“The Free Trade Agreement is go-
ing to dramarically change our lives.
[ don't think we should bring in Me-
Oonald's and Jack In The Box, the
way we did. The reason they came in
and built exact replicas of their LS.

stores here in Tijuana is chis: Mexico -

is still trying o imitate the heavy-
weights, and in this case, the heavy.
weight is the U.S. We think that by
imitating everything American we'll
become successful oo, Bur whar it's
doing is disorienting us more; these
fast-food ouelers, they distore our city.
The government should protect our

the other side: cement block, brick,
Spanish tile. if we combine borh -
ditions ~— Mexican and American —
we can have a betrer architecrure.”

GUILLERMO
BARRENECHEA:
“The Furure."

Guillerma has been pracricing
architecture in Tijuana for 30 years,
yee he’s lost neither exuberance nor
vision nor a sense of humor.
Originally from the state of Sonara,
he studied architecrure in Monter-
rey. He has designed restaurants,
stores, parking garages, beachfront
candos, and privare howmes in Ti-
juana, Mexicali, Ensenada, and
Mazarkin. Me is cucrencly the prin-
cipal acchitecr on a karge multimul-
lion-doilar urban developmens
project that proposes to create a rew
commercial and civic "downrown™
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east ot the current iy <enter in
what is cafled the chird phase of the
River Zune.

Parrenechea thinks Tijuana's fu-
tre lies m the purchasing power of
irs nearly rwo mallion inhabacands,
a potential ke believes has gone
Jargely unrapped. Using maps —
hand Jrawn on the back of cafere-
na placemars — he skerches giane
concencric circles ro plot the pro-

jecead marker areas for hundreds of

thousands of consumers living in
the eastern and southern outskirts
of Tijuana. Tijuana's furure, he
noces, lies in a series of mega-shop-
ping centers — not of the Southern
Califomnia suburban mali rype, but
racher us a series of "new down-
towns": high-densicy, pedestrian-

oriented commercial diseriets,
following the contour of cthe Ti-
juana river. The Tijuana of the 21sc
Century will be a linear ciry, with
high-speed trotleys and compurer-
powered monormls maving people

Eerween the downtewn Jistrices.
T succeed, he dhinks the new comn-
mﬂrclal anl.; CEVIC CEenLers must re-
capeure the spirir of old Mexican
cirics. The new eastern “downiown™
will begin breaking ground in rwo
years.

“The significance of Baja Cali-
fornia lies in its indigenous cukrures,
bur they are often forgotten. The
descendants of Baja's native cul-
tures are a beautiful people, rall wich
greac big smiles. We worked ro-
gecher on a project in Cjos Negros.
They would cook these dinners with
clams, which they pried open firse,
poured in spices, then closed chem
again and cooked them on branches
aver an open tire. Wich mezcal or
requila and a guirtar, we got bliss-
fully lost aut chere in the hills, Mag-
nificent. The aights in Ojus Negros.

“This city needs an idenniey.
When you'te in a ciry like Oaxaca
or Puebla, walking through the

man square, there are vendors all
aver, selling chides or tomatoes or
whatever, un street comers. Walk-
ing through these spaces gers your
blood flawing.

"Thar's the mood we wanz to
create in our new project. Our pro-
jece will be like a eypical, madern
Mexican ciry. It will be simple,
modest. le doest’t have o be spec-
racular to attrace the Mevican con-
sumer. No glass towers. The
Mexican consumer is scared off
when it's too sophisticaced. 1e’s gor
0 be simple. A plaza wich streess
teading inta ir. Horse and bugpy. A
kiosk with a band playing in ir. A
place where you can have a ypical
Mexican encounter, where some-
one will say, 'Ic's been a long time
since | had a real Mexican conver-
sarion.’ We're zalking abour Mexi-
cans wearing white pants and hig
hats; a conversarion over a bottte of
tequila.

"The old Tijuana, with is
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scenography, is vulgar. Valgar.
Swme of the new glass buikdings in
the river :one? Scary. Badly thought
out. One has licele high-cech glass
mirtars, another a hule in the con-
crete fagade. Every imaginable ele-
ment in the modemn repertoire of
ILl'l“'lmL'rCii]l '(“'Ch-irel.'fl.lfc‘ steins
thrown inte one building. | think
the designers need w ligheen up,
relax,

“The aurhentic American ar-
chitect is designing beaucsful rhings,
while the Mexican architectin Ti-
juana has been sleeping. [r's not
thar there isn't alens there's ralent.
But the objectives here aren’t ul-
ways clearly defined. People gerJis-
tacted. Ie's dike a river; you have e
channel its energy in the nghe
direcrion.

“Bur, in a hundred years, Tijuana
wiil ke an interesting place. Most
Mexican cities in the interior have
always been beauziful. You go
Michoacan, all the rowns are beau-
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utul. There 1an't an uglv rown
Michoacin. Here it seems that T
juana has always heen wrly. Hes
there is a remporary quality w o
eryching. Peuple come here and w
cunstancly on the move, There's o
sense of sertling Jown, no sense
posericy.

"Zacatecas, an old silver minir
ciy, is very poor. Bur ir's a ve
beauniful place. We were sitting or
night in a cafe and heard a pleasar
musical seund off in the Jistince; «
we wenr out o ses whar it wa
There were 70 young girls, 12 1o |
years old, olf playing che claciner 1
the middle of a sereer near Jowr
town Zacatecas. T he muosic Jdrifee
through the streess of the old avigh
borhoads. Flowers were in blow
all around, There were arched doo
ways und cloisters, and even sor
of the modest houses, from cok
nial times, had silver handiwork .
their exrerior walls." u
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